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Claims 1-104 are currently pending and are subject to restriction. It is noted that many 
claims are improperly multiply dependent and that many dependent claims recite elements 
not in the claims from which they depend from See for example, Claims 29-31 and 34, for 
example, wherein Claims 1 is drawn to a modified pro a chain while claims 29 is drawn tot the 
use of this, procollagen, polymer, matrix, or dressing of Claim 1 . Claim 27 is drawn to a 
procollagen molecule, but Claim 34 is drawn to the use of collagen matrix, artificial skin, and 
body implants. Upon election, Applicants may wish to amend their claims to reduce the number 
of 1 12, 2 nd paragraph rejections that is foreseen. 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-10, 12-17, 19-21, 23-31, 34, 38-53, 55- 62, 63(NO: 9, 13J-99, drawn to a pro 
a chain comprising a triple helical domain and laminin, classified in class 530, 
subclass 350. 

II. Claims 1-4, 1 1-15, 18, 19, 23-31, 34, 50, 55, 57-59, 61, 63 (NO: 26J-67, 69-78, 80-89, 
91-99, drawn a pro a chain comprising a triple helical domain and secretory 
leukocyte protease inhibitor, classified in class 530, subclass 350. 

III. Claims 32, 34, 103, drawn to artificial skin comprising pro a chain comprising a 
triple helical domain and laminin, classified in class 623. 

IV. Claims 32, 34, 103, drawn to artificial skin comprising pro a chain comprising a 
triple helical domain and secretory leukocyte protease inhibitor, classified in class 
623. 

V. Claims 33, 34, 104, drawn to artificial skin comprising pro a chain comprising a 
triple helical domain and laminin, classified in class 623. 
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VI. Claims 33, 34, 104, drawn to artificial skin comprising pro a chain comprising a 

triple helical domain and secretory leukocyte protease inhibitor, classified in class 
623. 

VIL Claim 35-37, 100, 101, drawn to Gene Therapy delivery system for DNA encoding 
pro a chain comprising a triple helical domain and laminin, classified in class 514, 
subclass 44. 

VIII. Claim 35-37, 102, drawn to Gene Therapy delivery system for DNA encoding pro a 
chain comprising a triple helical domain and secretory leukocyte protease 
inhibitor, classified in class 514, subclass 44. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I through VIII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that 
they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different designs, modes of 
operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant case, the different inventions 
are drawn to different products that do not overlap in structure or in function. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given above and 
there would be a serious burden on the examiner if restriction is not required because the 
inventions have acquired a separate status in the art due to their recognized divergent subject 
matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include (i) an 
election of a species or invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed 
(37 CFR 1.143) and (ii) identification of the claims encompassing the elected invention. 

The election of an invention or species may be made with or without traverse. To reserve 
a right to petition, the election must be made with traverse. If the reply does not distinctly and 
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specifically point out supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election shall be treated 
as an election without traverse: 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the inventions or species are not 
patentably distinct applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record 
showing the inventions or species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is 
the case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the 
prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the 
other invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Karen Cochrane Carlson, Ph.D. whose telephone number is 571-272-0946. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 AM - 4:00 PM, off alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dr. Kathleen Kerr Bragdon can be reached on 571-272-0931 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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